
An Overview of Graphical Reviews 

• Graphical Reviews are surprisingly 
effective at 
• communicating concepts   
• generating downloads and citations. 

• There are a few tips and tricks to maximise 
benefits. 

• Let‘s take a look! 
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Graphical Reviews: 
what are they? 
• New type of article 

• Use Case : Teaching Tool 

• Figure-to-Text ratio is greater than for 
typical review. 
• Heavy on figures, light on text. 

• Conceptually, think about moving your 
PPT presentation into a document and 
including text for what you would have 
verbalized during the in-person 
presentation. 

 



Graphical Reviews: Case Study 

• On launch of Redox Biology an editorial board 
member offered us a paper:  

• his PowerPoint slide set for teaching medical students 
redox biology basics, converted into a review.  

• It was a richly graphical article – the graphical 
review was born.  

• We thought it would be great as a teaching resource, 
especially as Redox is an open access journal.  

• There have been over 45,000 downloads, and over 
280 citations to date.  

• https://doi.org/10.1016/j.redox.2013.01.014 
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And Onwards ... 
• We asked the editors and board members for 

more of these, and got one, which was even 
more graphic rich / word light.  

• Published in Jan. 2013 and now has over 75,000 
downloads over 635 citations.  

• Is this content really that good, or is it the extra 
visibility and accessibility of the Graphical 
Review that brings it to the next level ... ? 

 

 

• Redox Biology introduces Graphical Redox 
Reviews:  

• These reviews will summarize schematically key 
concepts, established and novel ideas in redox biology 
which will be accessible to a broad audience and 
freely downloaded as PowerPoint slides for use in 
teaching or conference presentations. 

•  Example: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.redox.2012.10.001 
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Spreading to other journals…. 

• Biochimie Open (although publication has ceased) 

• Earlier “Old School” Reviews received 4 to 27 
citations each.  

• But the Graphical Review was different. 

• https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biopen.2018.05.001 

• 15,000 Downloads  

• 120 Citation 

• And the author (an editor) said it took less time 
than a regular review paper! 
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Graphical Reviews: Lessons learned - Authors 
• Authors cannot just upload a PowerPoint slide deck 

• Need to include explanatory text that would have been verbalized during a presentation (maybe already 
included in the presentation notes – now just move to the review article). 

• Recommend that authors ALSO upload a paired slide deck for use in educational environments.  

• Authors need to get used to a layout that centers around graphics and includes 
explanatory and transitional text.  

• Just as with regular review papers, not all graphical reviews score highly.  

• The best results come from HOT topics or teaching resources. 

• But, regardless, if done well, a graphical review will be more accessible and likely have higher 
downloads and citations than a “standard” review. 



Graphical Reviews: Lessons learned - Editors 

• Some Editors do not want to include this sort of article as they think it is more 
suited to a textbook.   
• The download and citation data are compelling, however. 
 

• Reviewers also need to be introduced to this concept so peer-review can 
happen without “surprises”.  

 
• Prototype Concept Description 

• JMSACL introduces Graphical Reviews. These reviews will schematically summarize key concepts, as 
well as established and novel ideas in clinical lab analysis, which will be accessible to a broad 
audience and freely downloadable. Authors are encouraged to include a PowerPoint slide deck as 
supplementary material for use in educational environments.  

 
 
 

 



Can Our Journal Benefit from Graphical Reviews? 

• Manuscript assembly easier(?) than for standard review. 
• Potential benefits for downloads and citations are great. 
• A conference lecture can be converted fairly easily by the speaker – all 

that is needed is comprehensive figure legends and transition text. 
• Providing resources that can be used for teaching, globally, is great for 

community development. 
• Works well with Open Access journals that allow expansive reach and 

exposure. 


	An Overview of Graphical Reviews
	Graphical Reviews: what are they?
	Graphical Reviews: Case Study
	And Onwards ...
	Spreading to other journals….
	Graphical Reviews: Lessons learned - Authors
	Graphical Reviews: Lessons learned - Editors
	Can Our Journal Benefit from Graphical Reviews?

